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Chest pain is one of the leading reasons for adult
emergency room visits in the United States,
accounting for more than 7 million visits annually.
Properly identifying and treating dangerous and life-
threatening causes of chest pain is critical. The
2021 American Heart Association/American
College of Cardiology Guideline for the Evaluation
and Diagnosis of Chest Pain underscored the need
to reach a consensus for the definitions of chest
pain. 

In an update to the 2021 guideline, this 2022
document standardizes related data elements for
consistent reporting on chest pain cases and
establishes a new definition set focusing on
serious cardiovascular causes of chest pain and 
acute myocardial infarction.  

Included in the document, data elements are
grouped into three broad categories: chest pain,
myocardial injury and myocardial infarction. Chest
pain symptoms have traditionally been labeled
"typical" or "atypical"; however, to define their
expansive nature, the document divides chest pain
syndromes into three categories: "cardiac,"

"possible cardiac" and "noncardiac" based on the
2021 chest pain guideline. 

In addition, the writing committee writes that
uniform definitions for myocardial infarction are
needed to ensure accurate reporting of cardiac
events across all clinical trials and registries. Data
elements for procedure-related myocardial injury
and procedure-related myocardial infarction are
included in the document. The standardized
definitions and data elements should be broadly
applicable across patient care settings, electronic
health records, quality and performance
improvement initiatives, registries and public
reporting programs.

The 2022 ACC/AHA Key Data Elements and
Definitions for Chest Pain and Acute Myocardial
Infarction will publish online in the Journal of the
American College of Cardiology and Circulation:
Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes on Tuesday,
August 30, 2022. It was developed in collaboration
with the American College of Emergency
Physicians and the Society for Cardiac
Angiography and Interventions, and endorsed by
the Society for Academic Emergency Medicine. 

  More information: 2022 ACC/AHA Key Data
Elements and Definitions for Chest Pain and Acute
Myocardial Infarction, Journal of the American
College of Cardiology (2022). DOI:
10.1016/j.jacc.2022.05.012

  Provided by American College of Cardiology

                               1 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/acute+myocardial+infarction/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/chest+pain/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/myocardial+infarction/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/electronic+health+records/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/electronic+health+records/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2022.05.012
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2022.05.012


 

APA citation: Organizations issue updated chest pain data standards (2022, August 30) retrieved 5
November 2022 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-08-issue-chest-pain-standards.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-08-issue-chest-pain-standards.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

