
 

Rate of COVID-19 infection higher in US
youth than older adults
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The incidence rate and relative risk for COVID-19 infection from the
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original severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)
variant were significantly greater in U.S. adolescents and youth than in
older adults, according to a study published online July 15 in JAMA
Network Open.

Moshe Schneiderman, from SUNY Downstate College of Medicine in
Brooklyn, New York, and colleagues compared incidence rates and
relative risk for infection among U.S. adolescents and youth (aged 10 to
24 years) and older adults (aged 60 years or older) for wild-type SARS-
CoV-2. The analysis included data on persons living in 19 U.S. states
that experienced surges from the start of the pandemic through fall
2020.

The researchers found that in 16 of 19 states, the incidence rate ratio
(IRR) of COVID-19 infection in adolescents and youth was significantly
greater than in older adults. In Florida, the incidence rate in adolescents
and youth was 0.055 versus 0.028 in older adults, with adolescents and
youth having 1.94 times the risk for contracting COVID-19 versus older
adults.

"These results suggest that, contrary to reports from Europe and Asia,
infection rates and relative risk among U.S. adolescents and youth
exceeded that in older adults from the start of the COVID-19 pandemic
through fall 2020, before vaccines were available," the authors write.

  More information: Moshe Schneiderman et al, Incidence and Relative
Risk of COVID-19 in Adolescents and Youth Compared With Older
Adults in 19 US States, Fall 2020, JAMA Network Open (2022). DOI:
10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.22126

Copyright © 2022 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/incidence+rates/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/youth/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/older+adults/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.22126
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.22126
http://www.healthday.com/


 

Citation: Rate of COVID-19 infection higher in US youth than older adults (2022, July 21)
retrieved 29 February 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-07-covid-infection-
higher-youth-older.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-07-covid-infection-higher-youth-older.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-07-covid-infection-higher-youth-older.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

