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In this Dec. 4, 2019, file photo, Xavier Becerra speaks
during a news conference in Sacramento, Calif. Federal
officials have reversed Trump administration restrictions
on using human fetal tissue for medical research. The
move clears the way for using government money on
work that in the past has led to treatments for a variety of
diseases, including COVID-19. The changes announced
Friday, April 16, 2021 allow government scientists to
resume research that uses tissue from elective
abortions. Scientists at universities also can now apply
for federal grants without getting approval from a special
ethics panel for any such work. The changes overturn
rules imposed in June 2019. Health and Human
Services Secretary Xavier Becerra determined there
were "no new ethical issues that require special review,"
so the agency will return to using procedures that had
been in place for decades before the Trump policy
change in June 2019, a statement from the agency said.
(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)

Federal officials on Friday reversed Trump
administration restrictions on using human fetal
tissue for medical research. 

The changes clear the way for using government
money on work that in the past has led to
treatments for a variety of diseases, including
COVID-19.

Government scientists now will be able to resume
research that uses tissue from elective abortions.
Scientists at universities also can now apply for
federal grants without getting approval from a
special ethics panel for any such work.

Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier
Becerra determined there were "no new ethical
issues that require special review," so the agency
will return to using procedures that had been in
place for decades before then-President Donald
Trump's administration changed the policy in June
2019, a statement from the agency said.

Those provisions include following applicable laws,
such as obtaining informed consent from anyone
donating such tissue. The changes were detailed in
a notice to researchers.

Two dozen members of Congress who had written
to Becerra urging the change praised the move.
The restrictions were "politically motivated and
unnecessary," they wrote earlier this week.

The American Society of Reproductive Medicine
also issued a statement applauding the change.
"The United States government has developed a
robust system of oversight. .... Ideologically driven
politicians must not be allowed to interfere with this
system on a whim," the group said.

Research using fetal tissue led to vaccines for
rubella and rabies and drugs to treat HIV. But such
work has long been targeted by abortion
opponents.

The National Right to Life Committee condemned
what it called a "sickening decision" by President
Joe Biden's administration. Tony Perkins, president
of the Family Research Council, wrote in a
statement that taxpayers now will be forced to pay
for "barbaric experiments" using tissue from
abortions "instead of using ethical and effective
alternatives." 
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-111.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://delbene.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fetal_tissue_letter_to_becerra_4.13.2021.pdf
https://delbene.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fetal_tissue_letter_to_becerra_4.13.2021.pdf
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