
 

More collaboration between primary care
and oncology may improve fragmented
cancer care
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Cancer patients often experience fragmented care,
particularly as they undergo cancer treatments.
Although family physicians seek to provide
continuous and comprehensive care, they often
lose touch with their cancer patients during the
treatment phase. Researchers conducted a
randomized intervention that aimed to improve
continuity of care and interprofessional
collaboration as perceived by lung cancer patients
and their family physicians. 

The components of the intervention included the
bidirectional exchange of patient information and
care summaries between oncology teams and 
family physicians. Oncology teams recommended
that patients see their family physicians after their
cancer diagnosis. At the same time, cancer
patients received priority access to their family
physicians when needed.

The authors conclude that the intervention
improved patient and family physician perceptions

of interprofessional collaboration. Patients reported
improved care continuity. In its objective to address
fragmented cancer care, the study implemented
pragmatic strategies to improve information
exchange between family practitioners and the
oncology team that could be integrated into routine
practice. These findings provide valuable insight
into potential strategies to bridge the gap between
primary care and oncology care. 

  More information:
www.annfammed.org/content/19/2/117

  Provided by American Academy of Family
Physicians

                               1 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/family+physicians/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cancer+patients/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cancer+patients/
https://www.annfammed.org/content/19/2/117


 

APA citation: More collaboration between primary care and oncology may improve fragmented cancer
care (2021, March 9) retrieved 3 June 2022 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-collaboration-
primary-oncology-fragmented-cancer.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-collaboration-primary-oncology-fragmented-cancer.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-collaboration-primary-oncology-fragmented-cancer.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

