
 

Africa exceeds 3 million COVID-19 cases,
30% in South Africa
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A health-care worker sanitises her hands before
conducting COVID-19 tests at a Dis-Chem drive-through
testing station at the V&A Waterfront in Cape Town,
South Africa, Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. South Africa with 60
million people has reported by far the most cases of the
coronavirus in Africa, with more than 1.1 million
confirmed infections. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)

Africa passed the milestone of 3 million confirmed
cases COVID-19 on Sunday, including more than
72,000 deaths, according to the Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. 

South Africa, with more than 1.2 million reported
cases, including 32,824 deaths, accounts for more
than 30% of the total for the continent of 54
countries and 1.3 billion people. The high
proportion of cases in South Africa, could be
because the country carries out more tests than
many other African countries.

South Africa is battling a resurgence of the
disease, driven by a variant of the virus that is
more contagious and spreading quickly. Many
hospitals are reaching capacity, yet the numbers of
those infected are expected to continue rising,
according to health experts.

South Africa's seven-day rolling average of daily
new cases has risen over the past two weeks from
19.86 new cases per 100,000 people on Dec. 26 to
30.18 new cases per 100,000 people on Jan. 9,
according to Johns Hopkins University.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa will meet
with his Cabinet this week to consider if further
restrictions should be taken to slow the spread of
the disease, while balancing the need to encourage
economic growth. The government has already
reimposed measures including a ban on the sales
of liquor, the closure of bars and restricting the
number of people who can attend public
gatherings.

  
 

  

A woman wearing a face mask as a precaution against
coronavirus outbreak walk back home from work in
Spruitview near Johannesburg, South Africa, Friday, Jan.
8, 2021. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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A health-care worker takes a nasal swab for COVID-19
testing at a Dis-Chem drive-through testing station at the
V&A Waterfront in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, Jan.
8, 2021. South Africa with 60 million people has reported
by far the most cases of the coronavirus in Africa, with
more than 1.1 million confirmed infections. (AP
Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)

  
 

  

A health-care worker directs vehicles as patients queue
for COVID-19 testing at a Dis-Chem drive-through testing
station at the Table Bay Mall in Cape Town, South Africa,
Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. South Africa with 60 million people
has reported by far the most cases of the coronavirus in
Africa, with more than 1.1 million confirmed infections.
(AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)

Later in January, South Africa expects to receive its
first delivery of a vaccine, 1.5 million doses of the

AstraZeneca shot. The government said its first
priority will be to inoculate the country's 1.25 million
health workers. It expects to receive more vaccines
through the WHO's COVAX initiative in April.

South African health minister Zweli Mkhize said that
his aim is to see 67% of the country's 60 million
people vaccinated by the end of 2021, a goal that
many health experts say is laudable but unrealistic. 

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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