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(HealthDay)—The proportion of U.S. older adults
who reported owning and using hearing aids
increased from 2011 to 2018, according to a
research letter published online Dec. 7 in JAMA
Internal Medicine. 

Nicholas S. Reed, Au.D., from the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health in Baltimore,
and colleagues analyzed data from the 2011,
2015, and 2018 cycles of the National Health
Aging and Trends Study to examine trends in
hearing aid or other hearing device use.

The researchers observed an increase in the
overall proportion of participants aged 70 years
and older who owned and used hearing aids, from
15.0 to 16.9 and 18.5 percent in 2011, 2015, and
2018, respectively. The proportion of older adults
who owned hearing aids rose with increasing age.
Across time, fewer Black Americans owned and
used hearing aids than White Americans, and they
experienced a smaller overall increase in the
proportion owning and using hearing aids during

the study period (+0.8 versus +4.3 percent). Across
subgroups, the smallest growth in hearing aid use
was seen for Black women, with growth of 5.8
percent compared with 28.7 percent among White
men. An overall decrease in the proportion of 
hearing aid ownership and use was experienced by
older adults living at less than 100 percent of the
federal poverty level (from 12.4 to 10.8 percent).

"These data corroborate and build on previous
cross-sectional findings of disparities in hearing
care by offering a longitudinal analysis in a
nationally representative sample of older adults in
the United States," the authors write.

One author disclosed financial ties to the
audiometry industry. 

  More information: Abstract/Full Text
(subscription or payment may be required)
Editor's Note (subscription or payment may be
required)

Copyright © 2020 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

                               1 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/hearing+aid/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/older+adults/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2773785
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2773785
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2773783
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2773783
http://www.healthday.com/


 

APA citation: Proportion of older adults owning, using hearing aids increasing (2020, December 8)
retrieved 25 September 2022 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-12-proportion-older-adults-
aids.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-12-proportion-older-adults-aids.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-12-proportion-older-adults-aids.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

