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South Africa begins return to tougher
lockdown measures

3 December 2020, by Mogomotsi Magome

Ramaphosa warned that South Africa faces a
resurgence of the virus as the holiday season
| approaches, saying that people are no longer

@l strictly adhering to preventative measures like
wearing masks and social distancing.

"There is now clear evidence of a resurgence of
infections in parts of our own country, which, if not
confronted decisively and directly, could lead to
great suffering and death," he said.

Ramaphosa said the healthcare system in Nelson
Mandela Bay could be overwhelmed if the
government didn't intervene to prevent the spread
of the virus.

In this Friday, Nov. 13, 2020 file photo, people queue to .. .
be tested for COVID-19 at the Livingstone Hospital in In determining these restrictions, we have sought

Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. In 10 take those steps which are absolutely necessary
a television address to the nation Thursday, Dec. 3, to save lives while limiting disruptions to the
President Cyril Ramaphosa spoke of a drastic surge in ~ economy,” he said.

coronavirus cases and urged people to take the

necessary precautions to prevent the pandemic's spread South Africa has had more than 800,000 infections
while re-imposing restrictions in the region. (AP since the outbreak began
Photo/Theo Jeptha)

The country has seen an increase from about 1,500
average daily infections in the first week of
November to nearly 3,000 daily infections by the

South Africa has begun a return to tougher final week.

lockdown restrictions for COVID-19 hotspots as it
experiences a resurgence of new coronavirus
infections, with more than 4,400 new cases in the
past 24 hours.
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President Cyril Ramaphosa on Thursday
announced tougher restrictions for the city of
Nelson Mandela Bay including limited days and
hours for the sale of alcohol, a ban on gatherings
of more than 100 people, a nighttime curfew and a
ban on alcohol consumption in public spaces.

Alcohol-related trauma incidents like vehicle
accidents have been blamed for diverting health
resources from COVID-19.
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