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infections stabilise
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Chancellor Angela Merkel on Monday failed to
push through additional curbs to combat the
coronavirus, as she said ongoing restrictions have
helped to halt a runaway rise in infection numbers. 

Speaking after talks with the leaders of Germany's
16 states, Merkel said the country had managed to
"break the dynamic of new infections" after
restaurants, leisure facilities and cultural sites were
ordered to close again from the start of November.

But she said state premiers did not have any
appetite to up the ante and introduce tougher
curbs to not only stabilise but also bring down 
infection numbers.

"We still have a long way to go but the good news
is that we have halted the exponential growth for
now," Merkel told reporters.

The veteran chancellor had earlier sought to agree
further measures such as halving class sizes and
having all pupils wear masks during lessons.

Europe's biggest economy began a new round of
shutdowns in November, set to last for four weeks
and closing restaurants, cultural venues and leisure
facilities to curb transmission of COVID-19.

But while new cases are plateauing at below
20,000 a day, the numbers are still too high for
officials to keep track of the infection chain and
thereby break the transmission.

During talks to take stock of the situation, Merkel
renewed her plea to Germans to dramatically
restrict their contacts.

"Every contact that does not take place helps to
fight the pandemic," she said.

That means limiting contacts to an "absolute
minimum" and socialising with just one other
household, the text agreed by the federal and
regional governments and seen by AFP reads.

All private parties should also be cancelled, it adds.

The document in addition urges anyone with signs
of a cold to self-isolate until they are free of
symptoms, and to contact their doctor, particularly
in case of a fever or a loss of taste or smell.

Christmas hopes

But the final version of the text left out other
proposals, backed by Merkel, that would have seen
stricter rules imposed in schools and daycare
centres.

Leaders of several states pushed back against
Merkel, insisting on holding off on fresh curbs to
allow more time to gauge the impact of the current
month-long shutdowns.

Merkel and the state premiers will meet again on
November 25 when new decisions are expected.
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Bavarian Prime Minister Markus Soeder, speaking
at the same press conference, said he had "little
hope that everything will be fine at the end of
November".

Merkel has repeatedly warned Germans to brace
for a difficult winter but has also held out hope that
families would be able to gather for Christmas.

Germany fared relatively well in the first wave of the
pandemic, but numbers have dramatically shot up
in the autumn.

In recent weeks, the country has registered record
new daily infections, repeatedly crossing the 20,000
mark.

On Monday, the Robert Koch Institute for disease
control reported 10,824 new cases over the last 24
hours, bringing total infections to date to 801,327. 

Some 12,547 people have died from the virus so
far.

The number of people in intensive care in hospital
has also climbed at an alarming rate, from around
360 in early October to more than 3,300 now. 
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