
 

AstraZeneca agrees to make COVID-19
vaccine for Europe
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Screen grab taken from video issued by Britain's Oxford
University, showing a person being injected as part of
the first human trials in the UK to test a potential
coronavirus vaccine, untaken by Oxford University in
England, Thursday April 23, 2020. Two volunteers have
received the first vaccine trial against the COVID-19
Coronavirus on Thursday. (Oxford University Pool via
AP)

Drugmaker AstraZeneca struck a deal Saturday to
supply up to 400 million doses of an experimental
COVID-19 vaccine to European Union countries,
the latest in a series of agreements as scientists,
governments and pharmaceutical companies race
to combat the virus. 

AstraZeneca plans to begin delivering the vaccine
to European countries by the end of this year
under the agreement with the Inclusive Vaccine
Alliance, formed this month by France, Germany,
Italy and the Netherlands. All other EU member
states will have the chance to take part under the
same terms as the original alliance members. 

The cost of making the vaccine, which was
developed by Oxford University, is expected to be
offset by funding from the governments.

"This agreement will ensure that hundreds of
millions of Europeans have access to Oxford

University's vaccine following approval,"
AstraZeneca CEO Pascal Soriot said in a prepared
statement. "With our European supply chain due to
begin production soon, we hope to make the
vaccine available widely and rapidly."

The deal is the latest in a series of agreements to
produce the vaccine—even though it is not certain it
will work to prevent coronavirus infections. Because
of the desperate need for a vaccine amid the
pandemic that has killed more than 426,000 people
worldwide, AstraZeneca is scaling up
manufacturing with human trials still under way.

  
 

  

In this screen grab from video issued by Britain's Oxford
University, a volunteer is injected with either an
experimental COVID-19 vaccine or a comparison shot as
part of the first human trials in the U.K. to test a potential
vaccine, led by Oxford University in England on April 25,
2020. About 100 research groups around the world are
pursuing vaccines against the coronavirus, with nearly a
dozen in early stages of human trials or poised to start.
(University of Oxford via AP)

The Anglo-Swedish company recently completed
similar agreements with Britain, the United States,
the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations, a public-private-charitable partnership
based in Norway, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
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another public-private partnership headquartered in
Geneva, for 700 million doses. It plans to produce
an additional 1 billion doses under a deal with the
Serum Institute of India.

Soriot told reporters Saturday that conversations
were also under way with the governments of many
other nations, including Japan, Russia and Brazil. 

"We are also looking at China,'' he said, "China, as
you know, are developing their own vaccines. ... It's
important to make several bets on different
vaccines in every country.''

The vaccine was developed by Oxford University's
Jenner Institute, working with the Oxford Vaccine
Group.

  
 

  

In this Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020 file photo, a view of the
AstraZeneca logo, on a building, in South San Francisco,
Calif. Drug maker AstraZeneca secured its first
agreements Thursday, May 21, 2020 for 400 million
doses of a COVID-19 vaccine, bolstered by an
investment from the U.S. vaccine agency. (AP Photo/Jeff
Chiu, File)

Testing of the experimental COVID-19 vaccine
began in April with a study involving over 1,000
healthy volunteers in Britain aged 18 to 55. Another
round of testing with 10,000 volunteers began last
month.

Other companies, including Moderna and Sanofi,

are racing to develop and produce a vaccine to
protect against the new coronavirus, a step experts
say will be crucial to allowing countries to ease
public health lockdowns and restrictions on public
life. 

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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