
 

Injecting illegal drugs ups risk for death
after heart surgery
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(HealthDay)—People who inject drugs (PWID) have shorter survival
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following cardiac surgery than non-PWID, according to a review
published online Nov. 8 in BMC Infectious Diseases. 

David Goodman-Meza, M.D., from the David Geffen School of
Medicine at the University of California in Los Angeles, and colleagues
conducted a systematic literature review to identify studies that
examined long-term outcomes after cardiac surgery for infective
endocarditis in PWID. 

Based on 27 included studies (19 with data provided), the researchers
found that PWID were younger and more likely to have Staphylococcus
aureus than non-PWID. In PWID, survival at 30 days, one year, five
years, and 10 years after cardiac surgery was 94.3, 81.0, 62.1, and 56.6
percent, respectively, versus 96.4, 85.0, 70.3, and 63.4 percent,
respectively, among non-PWID. PWID had a greater risk for death
versus non-PWID (hazard ratio, 1.47) and a greater risk for reoperation
(hazard ratio, 2.37). 

"Implementing evidence-based interventions and testing new modalities
are urgently needed to improve outcomes in PWID after cardiac
surgery," the authors write. 

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2019 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Injecting illegal drugs ups risk for death after heart surgery (2019, November 13)
retrieved 23 November 2023 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-11-illegal-drugs-ups-death-heart.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cardiac+surgery/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/infective+endocarditis/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/infective+endocarditis/
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-019-4558-2
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-11-illegal-drugs-ups-death-heart.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

