
 

OxyContin maker reaches tentative opioid-
crisis settlement
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Narcotics detective Ben Hill, with the Barberton Police
Department, shows two bags of medications that are are
stored in their headquarters and slated for destruction,
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019, in Barberton, Ohio.
Attorneys representing some 2,000 local governments
said Wednesday they have agreed to a tentative
settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma over
the toll of the nation's opioid crisis. (AP Photo/Keith
Srakocic)

OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma reached a
tentative deal Wednesday with about half the
states and thousands of local governments over its
role in the nation's deadly opioid epidemic, but
criticism by several state attorneys general clouded
prospects for an end to litigation against the
company and the family that owns it. 

Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich said the
agreement included more money from the Sackler 
family, which had become a sticking point during
the recent talks.

"Talks are progressing rapidly, but this is the
quickest and surest way to get immediate relief for
Arizona and for the communities that have been
harmed by the opioid crisis and the actions of the

Sackler family," Brnovich told The Associated
Press.

Sources with direct knowledge of the talks say that
Stamford, Connecticut-based Purdue will pay up to
$12 billion over time and that the Sackler family will
give up control of the company. The sources spoke
on condition of anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak publicly.

Even with Wednesday's development, roughly half
the states had not signed on and several state
attorneys general vowed to continue their legal
battles against the company and the Sacklers.
Roughly 20 states have sued the Sacklers in state
court.

New York, Massachusetts and Connecticut were
among the states saying they were not part of the
agreement.

  
 

  

Medications that are are stored in the police
headquarters that are and slated for destruction, are
shown in a locked storage area, Wednesday, Sept. 11,
2019, in Barberton, Pa. Attorneys representing some
2,000 local governments said Wednesday they have
agreed to a tentative settlement with OxyContin maker
Purdue Pharma over the toll of the nation's opioid crisis.
(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic)

                               1 / 3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/family/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/opioid/


 

"Our position remains firm and unchanged and
nothing for us has changed today," Connecticut
Attorney General William Tong said in a statement.
"The scope and scale of the pain, death and
destruction that Purdue and the Sacklers have
caused far exceeds anything that has been offered
thus far. Connecticut's focus is on the victims and
their families, and holding Purdue and the Sacklers
accountable for the crisis they have caused."

He said the state would continue to pursue Purdue
if it files for bankruptcy under the settlement
agreement, as expected.

New York Attorney General Letitia James accused
the Sacklers of "attempting to evade responsibility
and lowball the millions of victims of the opioid
crisis."

"A deal that doesn't account for the depth of pain
and destruction caused by Purdue and the Sacklers
is an insult, plain and simple," James said in a
statement. "As attorney general, I will continue to
seek justice for victims and fight to hold bad actors
accountable, no matter how powerful they may be."

News of the tentative agreement comes as the first
trial federal date draws near in the hundreds of
lawsuits aiming to hold Purdue and others in the
drug industry accountable for a nationwide opioid
crisis.

The lawsuits assert that Purdue aggressively sold
OxyContin as a drug with a low risk of addiction
despite knowing that wasn't true.

  
 

  

In this August 2018 file photo, family and friends who
have lost loved ones to OxyContin and opioid overdoses
protest outside Purdue Pharma headquarters in
Stamford, Conn. OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma made
headlines when it reached a landmark settlement with
Oklahoma over the toll the opioids crisis has taken on
that state. Attempts to do the same in a major federal
case in Ohio are proving more difficult. (AP
Photo/Jessica Hill, File)

In court filings, Purdue has pointed out that its
products were approved by federal regulators and
prescribed by doctors.

In March, Purdue and members of the Sackler
family reached a $270 million settlement with
Oklahoma to avoid a trial on the toll of opioids
there.

A court filing made public in Massachusetts this
year asserts that members of the Sackler family
were paid more than $4 billion by Purdue from
2007 to 2018. Much of the family's fortune is
believed to be held outside the U.S., which could
complicate lawsuits against the family over opioids.

The Sacklers have given money to cultural
institutions around the world, including the
Smithsonian Institution, New York City's
Metropolitan Museum of Art and London's Tate
Modern. 
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