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(HealthDay)—Beliefs about medication are
associated with uptake of tamoxifen as a
preventive therapy among women at increased risk
for breast cancer, according to a study published
online Dec. 2 in Clinical Breast Cancer. 

Rachael Jane Thorneloe, Ph.D., from the
University of Leeds in the United Kingdom, and
colleagues surveyed 732 women attending an
appointment to discuss breast cancer risk. Just
more than half (55.7 percent) completed the
Beliefs About Medicines and the Perceived
Sensitivity to Medicines questionnaires.

The researchers found that at three months,
uptake of tamoxifen was 14.7 percent. One in five
women (19.4 percent) reported a strong need for
tamoxifen. A two-group model was supported by
model fit statistics. Both groups held weak beliefs
about their need for tamoxifen for current and
future health. However, group 2 (38 percent of the
sample) reported stronger concerns about
tamoxifen and medicines in general and stronger

perceived sensitivity to the negative effects of
medicines compared with group 1 (the other 62
percent of the sample). For women in group 1,
those with low necessity and lower concerns were
more likely to initiate tamoxifen (18.3 percent)
versus those in group 2 with low necessity and
higher concerns (6.4 percent).

"Medication beliefs are targets for supporting
informed decision-making," the authors write.

One author disclosed financial ties to Novartis and
one to Luto Research. 

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2018 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

                               1 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/women/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/breast+cancer/
https://www.clinical-breast-cancer.com/article/S1526-8209(18)30533-0/fulltext
http://www.healthday.com/


 

APA citation: Medication beliefs affect uptake of preventive Tx for breast cancer (2018, December 14)
retrieved 1 May 2021 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-12-medication-beliefs-affect-uptake-
tx.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-12-medication-beliefs-affect-uptake-tx.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-12-medication-beliefs-affect-uptake-tx.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

