
 

Opioids killed nearly 4,000 in Canada last
year: official

June 19 2018

 
  
 

  

Credit: CC0 Public Domain

The opioid crisis claimed nearly 4,000 lives in Canada last year, mainly
from overdoses of the powerful painkiller fentanyl, the public health
agency said Tuesday, warning of a worsening situation. 
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The death toll was 34 percent higher than the previous year, with most of
the fatal overdoses involving men aged 30 to 39 who obtained fentanyl
illegally from narcotics traffickers on the street.

Almost 90 percent of the 3,987 deaths in 2017 were concentrated in just
three provinces: Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario.

"Canada continues to experience a serious and growing opioid crisis,"
the public health agency said in a report.

Fentanyl is considered 30 to 50 times more powerful than heroin and 50
to 100 times more potent than morphine.

Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor said "high rates of opioid
prescriptions" are also a "contributing factor in the crisis."

"As minister, I am calling on industry to act now and stop their
marketing activities associated with these products in Canada," she said.

The health ministry explained that while prescription opioids "can help
Canadians who need them to manage pain," marketing the drugs can
unduly influence doctors and lead to "over-prescription."

According to public health agency figures, opioid prescriptions actually
fell last year for the first time since 2012, to 21.3 million.

In response to the crisis, Ottawa has poured tens of millions of dollars
into strengthening emergency services and distributing the overdose
antidote naloxone. 
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