
 

Differences in cancer survival by type of
insurance

December 4 2017

  
 

  

(HealthDay)—From 1997 to 2014, improvements in cancer survival
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were mainly limited to patients with private or Medicare insurance,
according to a study published online Nov. 30 in JAMA Oncology.

Libby Ellis, Ph.D., from the Cancer Prevention Institute of California in
Fremont, and colleagues examined trends in cancer survival by health
insurance status from January 1997 to December 2014. Data were
included for 1,149,891 patients diagnosed with breast, prostate,
colorectal, or lung cancer, or melanoma.

The researchers found that survival improvements were almost entirely
limited to patients with private or Medicare insurance; survival was
largely unchanged or declined for patients with other public or no
insurance. Cancer-specific mortality was higher in uninsured patients
relative to privately insured patients, for all cancers except prostate; the
largest disparities were seen from 2009 to 2014 for breast (hazard ratio
[HR], 1.72), lung (HR, 1.18 for men and 1.32 for women), and
colorectal cancer (HR, 1.30 for women). For all cancers except lung,
mortality was higher for patients with other public insurance; the largest
disparities were seen from 2009 to 2014 for breast (HR, 1.25), prostate
(HR, 1.17), and colorectal cancer (HR, 1.16 for men and 1.11 for
women).

"Survival disparities for men with prostate cancer and women with lung
or colorectal cancer increased significantly over time, reflecting a lack
of improvement in survival for patients with other public or no
insurance," the authors write.

  More information: Abstract/Full Text
Editorial (subscription or payment may be required)

Copyright © 2017 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cancer+survival/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/lung+cancer/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/colorectal+cancer/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/fullarticle/2664329
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/article-abstract/2664325
http://www.healthday.com/


 

Citation: Differences in cancer survival by type of insurance (2017, December 4) retrieved 31
January 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-12-differences-cancer-survival.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-12-differences-cancer-survival.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

