
 

Evolocumab doesn't affect cognition when
added to statins
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(HealthDay)—There is no significant difference in
cognitive function for patients treated with
evolocumab or placebo added to statin therapy,
according to a study published in the Aug. 17 issue
of the New England Journal of Medicine. 

Robert P. Giugliano, M.D., from Brigham and
Women's Hospital in Boston, and colleagues
prospectively assessed cognitive function using the
Cambridge Neuropsychological Test Automated
battery in a subgroup of patients from a
randomized placebo-controlled trial of evolocumab
added to statin therapy. Cognitive function
assessments were conducted at baseline, week
24, yearly, and at the end of the trial.

The researchers found that the mean change from
baseline over time in the raw score for the spatial
working memory strategy index of executive
function was ?0.21 ± 2.62 and ?0.29 ± 2.81 in the
evolocumab and placebo groups, respectively (P 
low-density lipoprotein cholesterol levels and
cognitive changes in an exploratory analysis.

"In a randomized trial involving patients who
received either evolocumab or placebo in addition
to statin therapy, no significant between-group
difference in cognitive function was observed over
a median of 19 months," the authors write.

The study was funded by Amgen, the manufacturer
of evolocumab. 
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