
 

ECP, second drainage device effective in
refractory glaucoma
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(HealthDay)—For patients with refractory glaucoma
with failed initial tube shunt, both endoscopic
cyclophotocoagulation (ECP) and implantation of a
second glaucoma drainage device (GDD-2) are
effective as second surgeries, according to a study
published online Aug. 28 in Clinical & Experimental
Ophthalmology. 

Yohko Murakami, M.D., from the University of
California San Francisco, and colleagues
conducted a nonrandomized retrospective chart
review of patients with refractory glaucoma
following a failed initial tube shunt. Patients
underwent ECP (25 eyes) or GDD-2 with Baerveldt
Glaucoma Implant (48 eyes) as a second surgery.

The researchers found that both ECP and GDD-2
correlated with significant reductions in intraocular
pressure and number of antiglaucoma
medications. At six and 12 months there were no
significant differences in postoperative intraocular
pressure or antiglaucoma medications between the
groups. There were no between-group differences

in survival outcomes.

"Both ECP and GDD-2 are both effective as second
surgeries for refractory glaucoma that has failed a
prior aqueous shunt," the authors write. 
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