
 

No source found for E. coli; Chipotle could
reopen midweek

November 10 2015, byDonna Gordon Blankinship

Washington state health officials said Monday they have found no
source for the E. coli outbreak related to Chipotle, and the chain's
Pacific Northwest restaurants could reopen later this week. 

All the tests of food from Chipotle stores in Washington state and
Oregon came back negative for E. coli, Washington state epidemiologist
Dr. Scott Lindquist said. Chipotle did its own testing, and those results
came back negative as well. 

The Chipotle Mexican restaurants in Washington state and Oregon will
be allowed to reopen after they have met some conditions. They must get
rid of and replace all produce, do a deep cleaning of their stores, pass a
local health inspection and start a new protocol for cleaning produce. 

Chipotle also has voluntarily decided to start doing some testing of its
own of fresh food coming into its restaurants. 

Lindquist said he expects Chipotle will reopen the 43 restaurants it
closed in Washington state and Oregon by Wednesday or Thursday. The
company is still finishing its own tests, and it does not plan to get ready
to reopen until those tests are completed, he added. 

About 40 people in the Northwest have gotten E. coli in the outbreak
associated with Chipotle. In Washington state, the most recent person
sickened by E. coli reported eating at Chipotle on Oct. 24. 
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Jonathan Modie, a spokesman for the Oregon Health Authority, said
food-borne illnesses are not easy to track to the source of the outbreak. . 

Seattle attorney Bill Marler, who has filed two lawsuits on behalf of
people who have gotten sick in this outbreak, said that just because
health department officials haven't found the cause of the outbreak
doesn't mean they aren't still blaming Chipotle for making people sick. 

Marler said it's obvious that Chipotle has issues with food safety. The
company has been named in three high-profile cases in the past few
months, and he's tracking another case of E. coli at a Chipotle in Seattle
from this summer. 

The chain faced a salmonella outbreak linked to tomatoes that sickened
dozens of people in Minnesota beginning in August. In California, health
workers said norovirus sickened nearly 100 customers and employees at
a Chipotle restaurant in Simi Valley in mid-August. 

"Clearly this is a Chipotle problem," Marler said. 
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