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Emerging data on the role of inflammation and the
immune system in the development, growth, and
spread of breast tumors have focused increased
attention on the role cytokines such as interleukin
and transforming growth factor-? play in breast
cancer initiation, protection, and metastasis. A
comprehensive overview of this new knowledge
and its potential to lead to novel therapeutic
approaches is presented in a Review article in 
Journal of Interferon & Cytokine Research (JICR). 

"The Role of Cytokines in Breast Cancer
Development and Progression", coauthored by
Marcella Esquivel-Velázquez and colleagues from
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

(México City) and Instituto Nacional de Salud
Pública (Morelos, Mexico), reviews the latest
evidence to support a regulatory role for cytokines
(proteins that mediate communication between
cells of the immune system) in breast cancer and
other cancer-related disorders. The article explores
the link between cytokines, inflammation, and
obesity, which is a significant risk factor for breast
cancer. Other topics include the association
between cytokines and blood vessel formation,
breast cancer metastasis, immunosuppression and
the ability of breast cancer cells to evade the
immune system, and the potential role of cytokines
as prognostic factors.

"This article provides a thorough discussion of the
impact of inflammation and cytokine biology on
many aspects of breast cancer and can serve as a
helpful resource to find specific details regarding
mechanisms and therapeutic potential," says 
Journal of Interferon & Cytokine Research Co-
Editor-in-Chief Thomas A. Hamilton, PhD,
Chairman, Department of Immunology, Cleveland
Clinic Foundation. 

  More information: The article is available free on
the JICR  website until February 13, 2015.
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