
 

France says new suspected cases of MERS
virus
12 June 2013

France's health ministry said Wednesday that a
man suspected of having contracted MERS had
tested negative for the SARS-like virus which has
killed more than 30 people, mostly in Saudi Arabia.

France has had two confirmed cases of MERS to
date, one of them fatal.

The man who died, in the northern town of Lille last
month, was 65 and had recently returned from
Dubai. He is believed to have infected a patient
who was sharing a hospital room with him before
he was diagnosed. The second man is still in
hospital.

The health ministry said there had since been 50
suspected cases of MERS in France but they had
all proven to be false alarms.

In the latest scare, two men were reported to have
been hospitalised in the town of Tours southwest
of Paris on Tuesday. The virus was quickly ruled
out as an explanation for the symptoms of one of
them and tests cleared the other one.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) said on
June 7 that there had been 55 laboratory-
confirmed cases of the virus, 31 of which had
resulted in the affected individuals dying.

Previously known as novel coronavirus, the
disease was last month renamed Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus, or MERS-
CoV.

The WHO believes 26 of the 31 people who have
died contracted the virus in Saudi Arabia.

The virus is a cousin of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), which killed 800 people in Asia
in 2003.

Like SARS, MERS appears to cause a lung

infection, with patients suffering from a temperature,
cough and breathing difficulty.

But it differs in that it also causes rapid kidney
failure and the extremely high death rate has
caused serious concern among health experts. 

© 2013 AFP

                               1 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/world+health+organisation/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/severe+acute+respiratory+syndrome/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/severe+acute+respiratory+syndrome/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/lung+infection/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/lung+infection/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/breathing+difficulty/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/kidney+failure/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/kidney+failure/


 

APA citation: France says new suspected cases of MERS virus (2013, June 12) retrieved 3 May 2021
from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-06-france-cases-mers-virus_1.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-06-france-cases-mers-virus_1.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

